8O                          IMPERIAL  GERMANY
Europe, and it did not take effect in a reorganisation of
national life until so late a date that the retardation is a
matter of surprise in spite of all the explanations offered
by the historians. But in consequence of this retardation the
magnitude of the reorganisation, when it came, was also
such as to leave the historians somewhat at a loss to ac-
count for it without recourse to race characteristics imputed
ad hoc as well as to the magical effects of a nepotic predilec-
tion on the part of Providence.
By wise management on the part of the dynastic states-
men who have had the direction of policy and the control
of the administrative machinery, the rapidly increasing ma-
terial efficiency of the German community, due to the in-
troduction of the modern state of the industrial arts, has
successfully been turned to the use of the State, in a degree
not approached elsewhere in western Europe 5 so *iat in
effect the community stands to the Hohenzollern State
somewhat in the relation of a dynastic estate, a quasi-
manorial demesne or domain, to be administered for dynas-
tic ends, very much after the fashion of the cameralistic
administration of fiscal affairs in the territorial states of
Germany a hundred years ago. This subservience of the
community to dynastic ends and dynastic management has
been secured in the gross by a pVicy of warlike aggression,
and in detail by a system of bureaucratic surveillance and
unremitting interference in the private life of subjects.
It goes without saying that there is no secure ground for
such a scheme of dynastic usufruct and control except in the
loyal support of popular sentiment; and it likewise goes
without saying that such a state of popular sentiment can